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Higashiyama, Hirakata, Osaka, Japan, hereby declare: 

That I am fully familiar with the English language and with the 
Japanese language; 

That the annexed English text is believed by me to be a true and 
accurate translation of the Notification of Reasons for Refusal issued on 
November 18, 2008 to Japanese Patent Application No. 2006-552029; and 

That all statements made herein of my knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or any patent issuing thereon. 

Signed at Osaka, Japan 
Date: June 4. 2009 
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NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REFUSAL 

Patent Application No. 2006-552029 
Date Drafted: November 1 1 , 2008 

Examiner: Nobuhide KATO 3745 3D00 

Attorney: HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK 
Provisions Applied: Sections 29(2), 36, and 37 



This application should be refused for the reasons set 
forth below. If the applicant has any argument against the 
reason, such argument should be submitted within 60 days 
from the mailing date of this Office Action. 

Reason for Refusal 

Reason 1. 

This application does not satisfy the requirement set out 
in Patent Law Section 37 for the reason set forth below. 

Note 

• Claims: 1 through 19 

• Remarks: 

A special technical feature of the inventions according to 
claims 1 through 4, 17 and 19 is "an onboard display device, 
attached to an instrument panel of a vehicle, comprising a 
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display screen having a resolution with at least 468 lines as 
pixel rows and at least 1092 lines as pixel columns , the display 
screen including first, second, third, and fourth areas ". On the 
other hand, a special technical feature of the inventions 
according to claims 5 through 16 and 18 is "comprising a 
display section attached to an instrument panel of a vehicle, 
said display section being greater in width than in height and 
having an aspect ratio that is equal to or greater than 7: 3, the 
aspect ratio being a width /height ratio of a display area of the 
display section, said display section including a first part in 
which a secondary image including information other than 
information of the vehicle is displayed , and a second part in 
which vehicle condition images including information of the 
vehicle are displayed" . 

Therefore, the inventions according to claims 1 through 4, 
17 and 19 and the inventions according to claims 5 through 16 
and 18 do not share the same or corresponding special 
technical feature. Accordingly, this application does not satisfy 
the requirement set out in Patent Law Section 37. 

Since this application does not satisfy the requirement set 
out in Patent Law Section 37, the inventions according to claims 
other than claims 1 through 4, 17 and 19 are not examined in 
terms of requirements other than Section 37. 

Reason 2. 

The invention(s) in the claim(s) mentioned below of the 
subject application should not be granted a patent under Patent 
Law Section 29(2) since it could have easily been made by 
persons who have common knowledge in the technical field to 
which the present invention(s) pertain, on the basis of the 
invention(s) described in the publication(s) mentioned below 
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which were distributed in Japan or foreign countries or made 
available to the public through electric telecommunication lines 
prior to the filing of the subject application. 

Note (See the List of Cited Documents etc., below) 

• Claim: 1 

• Cited Documents: 1 and 2 

• Remarks: 

Cited Reference 1 {see Fig. 8 for example) describes "an 
onboard display device, attached to a position viewable from a 
driver's seat and a passenger's seat, comprising a display 
screen that includes Al and A4 display areas (integration of Al 
and A4 corresponds to a first area) on the left side of the display 
screen, A3 and A6 display areas (integration of A3 and A6 
corresponds to a second area) on the right side of the display 
screen, A2 display area (corresponding to a third area) on the 
upper side of the center of the display screen, and A5 display 
area (corresponding to a fourth area) on the lower side of the 
center of the display screen". 

Further, needless to show examples, it is a well known 
technique to mount (attach) an onboard display device to an 
instrument panel as a position viewable from a driver's seat and 
a passenger's seat. 

Further, Cited Reference 1 (see Fig. 7 for example) 
describes providing Al (first area) and A2 (second area) by 
integrating two areas out of areas that correspond to six-divided 
areas shown in Fig. 8. 

Therefore, it would have been easy for a person skilled in 
the art to modify the invention of Cited Reference 1 in such a 
manner as to provide a first area at the left side of a display 
screen, a fourth area at the right side of the display screen, a 
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second area at the upper side between the first and fourth areas, 
and a third area at the lower side between the first and fourth 
areas. 

Cited Reference 2 describes "a display device comprising a 
W-QVGA display 17 (display screen) having a resolution with 
1280 lines in horizontal direction (at least 1092 pixel columns) 
and 960 lines in vertical direction (at least 468 pixel rows)". 

Further, in an image display system, it is a well known 
technique to rotate a display area by 90° (to position an oblong 
display area in such a manner that a display direction of the 
display area is a vertical direction of a display screen) (see 
paragraph [0006] and Fig. 33 of Japanese Patent Application 
Publication No. 2003-296701 for example). 

The inventions described in Cited References 1 and 2 are 
techniques relating to "display device", and there is no 
hindrance against combining these inventions. 

Therefore, it would have been easy for a person skilled in 
the art to modify the invention of Cited Reference 1 with the 
invention of Cited Reference 2 and the well known technique to 
make the invention according to claim 1 of the subject 
application. 

■ Claims: 2 through 4 

■ Cited Documents: 1,2, and 3 

■ Remarks: 

Recitation of claim 1 of the subject application in these 
claims is considered in the same manner as consideration of the 
invention according to claim 1 . 

Cited Reference 3 (see paragraph [0171] and Fig. 22 for 
example) describes "an onboard display device, causing FL and 
BL areas (first area) to display a left-side image showing a left 
side part of a vehicle, causing an F area (second area) to display 
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a front image showing a front part of the vehicle, causing a B 
area (third area) to display a rear image showing a rear part of 
the vehicle, and causing FR and BR areas (fourth area) to 
display a right-side image showing a right side of the vehicle" 
(regarding claim 2). 

Further, the "display 17 (display screen)" in the invention 
of Cited Reference 2 is a W-QVGA display area (regarding claim 
3). 

Further, the "display device" in the invention of Cited 
Reference 1 is mounted on a vehicle (regarding claim 4). 

The inventions described in Cited References 1-3 are 
techniques relating to "display device" and there is no 
hindrance against combining these inventions. 

Therefore, it would have been easy for a person skilled in 
the art to modify the invention of Cited Reference 1 with the 
inventions of Cited References 2 and 3 and the well known 
technique to make the inventions according to claims 2 through 
4 of the subject application. 

Reason 3. 

The subject application does not satisfy the requirement 
set out in Patent Law Section 36(6) (ii) for the reason set forth 
below. 

Note 

■Claim: 17 
■ Remarks: 

Claim 17 recites "the onboard display device as set forth 
in any one of claims 1 through 3 and 5 through 10". 

In a case where claim 17 is dependent from any one of 
claims 1 through 3, " the vehicle condition images" and "the 
secondary image" recited in claim 17 lack their antecedent 
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bases, and consequently it is unclear what are meant by "the 
vehicle condition images" and " the secondary image". 

Therefore, the invention according to claim 17 cannot be 
specified. 

Further, in a case where claim 17 is dependent from any 
of claims 1 through 3 and is dependent from any one of claims 
5 through 10, it is unclear what correspondences exist between 
"first-fourth areas (of a display screen)" and "first and second 
portions (of a display screen)". Therefore, the invention 
according to claim 17 cannot be specified. 

Therefore, the invention according to claim 17 is not clear. 

In a case where claim 17 is dependent only from any one 
of claims 5 through 10, the invention according to claim 17 
does not satisfy the requirement set out in Patent Law Section 
37 that is presented in Reason 1. 

• Claim: 19 

• Remarks: 

Claim 19 recites "the onboard display device as set forth 
in any one of claims 4 and 13 through 16". 

In a case where claim 19 is dependent only from claim 4, 
" the vehicle condition images" and " the secondary image" 
recited in claim 19 lack their antecedent bases, and 
consequently it is unclear what are meant by "the vehicle 
condition images" and "the secondary image". Therefore, the 
invention according to claim 19 cannot be specified. 

Further, in a case where claim 19 is dependent from claim 
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4 and is dependent from any one of claims 13 through 16, it is 
unclear what correspondences exist between "first-fourth areas 
(of a display screen)" and "first and second portions (of a display 
screen)". Therefore, the invention according to claim 19 cannot 
be specified. 

Therefore, the invention according to claim 19 is not clear. 

In a case where claim 19 is dependent only from any one 
of claims 13 through 16, the invention according to claim 19 
does not satisfy the requirement set out in Patent Law Section 
37 that is presented in Reason 1 . 

If a new reason for refusal is found, the applicant will be 
noticed. 

The List of Cited Documents 

1 . Japanese Patent Application Publication 
Tokukaihei No. 06-195056 A (1994) 

2. Japanese Patent Application Publication 
Tokukai No. 2002-156955 A 

3. Japanese Patent Application Publication 
Tokukai No. 2001-006097 A 



Search Report for Prior Art Documents 
Field of Search: IPC B60R 16/02 

B60R 1/00 



Prior art document 
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International Publication No. 03/ 105481 



Any inquiry concerning these Reasons for Refusal or a 
request for an interview should be directed to: 
Nobuhide KATO 
Transport Division 

Second Patent Examination Department 
Tel: 03-3581-1101 (ext. 3339) 
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